
Owen Thompson wins middle school Ge-
ography Bee for the second year in a row
Lauren Tomita, Staff 
Writer

On January 11, 
seventh-grade stu-
dent, Owen Thomp-
son defeated nine 
other finalists and  
won the annual 
school Geography 
Bee for the sec-
ond time. He will 
now advance in 
the competition, 
competing against 
other winners in 
the state. 

The Geography 
Bee is a program 
that takes middle 
school students 
from around the country and 
has them participate in a series 
of competitions related to geog-
raphy. It gives students a new 
way to learn in social studies.

“It’s a great opportunity for 
kids to have fun learning social 
studies and and have a chance 
to earn money for college,” said 
Head Geography Bee Judge, 
Mr. Cy Fredrick. 

The winner of the national 
Geography Bee will receive 
50,000 dollar scholarship for 
college, according to Fredrick. 

The Geography Bee began 
with a preliminary competition 
where all middle school stu-
dents in social studies classes 
at Faith Lutheran answered a 
series of questions. The win-
ner of each social studies class 
took a written test that nar-
rowed the competitors down to 
nine students that competed 
in front of the school. The win-
ner was determined from that 
group of people. 

The school finalists felt a mix 
of emotions when they entered 

the Geography Bee. 
“I enjoy geography, but I’m 

excited and nervous for the 
competition,” said Rahmani 
prior to the Geography Bee.

Thompson won this competi-
tion and felt joyful when he won. 

“It was really a surprise when 
I won. It was really, really ex-
citing and especially because 
everyone was cheering,” said 
Thompson.

Although Thompson felt 
pleased with the results of the 
competition, he also felt ner-
vous during the event.

“At first I was pretty nervous, 
and I didn’t know because ev-
eryone was doing so well es-
pecially when it came down to 
the last round. That was pretty 
tough because we both got the 
first two questions right, and I 
started getting nervous,” said 
Thompson.

Winning the Geography Bee 
took preparation. Thompson 
studied maps and apps to pre-
pare for the school competition. 

This is the second year in a 

row that Thompson 
won the school Ge-
ography Bee.

“It’s fun to do it 
again with people 
who love geography 
as much as I do,” 
said Thompson.

Thompson ad-
vanced to the state 
competition in 2015. 
He placed in the 
top five, but did not 
make it to the na-
tional competition. 

“I tied with a sev-
enth grader from 
Reno. To go onto na-
tionals, you have to 
get first. The only per-
son who made it from 

last year was an eighth grader 
from Elko,” said Thompson.

He plans on preparing for 
this competition. 

“For Christmas, I got a bunch 
of National Geographic study 
guides for the Geography Bee. 
I’ve been using those to pre-
pare and study because they 
give you the same kind of for-
mat that will be on the test,” 
said Thompson.

 Although Faith Lutheran has 
participated in the competition 
in previous years, no student 
has made it to the national 
competition in Washington DC. 
According to Thompson, there 
will be a change in advancing to 
the state competition. The writ-
ten test will now be taken on-
line. Thompson feels confident 
about the upcoming state com-
petition in Reno on April 11.

“Now that I know what it’s 
like, I think I have a better 
chance of winning and possibly 
going onto the national compe-
tition,” said Thompson.

Photo courtesy of Brooke Peretiatko
Owen Thompson and Grant Wrich competed in the final round of 
the Geography Bee school event. Thompson won the final compe-
tition by defeating the other school finalists.
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