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How did it all begin?: The Service Event
The service event has been 

a tradition at Faith Lutheran 
Middle School for nine years. 
While many students have 
heard about the service event, 
many of them don’t know how 
it all began.

The service event takes one 
advisory class and pairs them 
up with a charity. The advisory 
chooses a charity or shelter 
to spend the day helping at. 
While, there students may help 
pack supplies, canned goods, 
and clothes.

This event started because 
of middle school principal, Mrs. 
Sarah Harper in 2006 with the 
help of her staff. After seeing 
all the privileged students at 
Faith Lutheran, Harper got the 
idea of an event to help others.

Harper wanted to help make 
people in the community happy 
and to teach students about 
poverty.

“We felt like it was a very im-
portant learning experience, for 
people to see some of the re-
alities of poverty,” said Harper 
“not just poverty...people who 
are poor, but people who are 
poor in spirit.”

The service event teaches 
students how God can shine 
through their daily actions.

“The purpose of the service 
event is to certainly, actively 
live our faith by serving God, 
by serving others,” said Harper. 
“We are very fortunate here at 
Faith Lutheran, and we felt like 
it was a very important learning 
experience.”

Teachers who were with 
Harper in the beginning en-
joyed the idea of the event and 
its purpose.

“I think it has multiple pur-
poses, one is to remind us how 
wonderful we have it,” said ad-

vanced English and Religion 
teacher, Ms. Joanne Kraft.

“When we go to these oth-
er places and we see the way 
some people live we’re like 
woah, we got it really nice..”

With all the great opportuni-
ties this event provides some 
struggles arose from it. 

“The biggest challenge was 
we did not have advisory” said 
Harper.

Along with the struggles of 
grouping students, sometimes 
glitches in the system occurred.  
Occasionally an advisory class 
would arrive at the charity and 
the advisory wouldn’t be ex-
pected to come.

While there were problems, 
many parents helped to make 
this event how it is today.

“A parent, when I used to 
have an advisory class, she 
bought a gift card for every 
kid at that school, we served, 
so she wrapped 325, $10 gift 
cards” said Kraft.

The service event has not al-
ways been on the Friday before 

Thanksgiving break. 
One year the school encour-

aged advisories to go help dif-
ferent charities on different 
days. It turned out too chaotic, 
so it was soon moved back.

Other years it was held the 
week before Christmas break, 
this allowed the school to help 
more charities around the holi-
days. When finals arrived and 
were placed at the same time 
as the service event they moved 
the event back to the week be-
fore Thanksgiving.

Going further into later years, 
few changes were made to the 
event. One of the major chang-
es were that over time they cre-
ated advisories to make group-
ing the large mass of students 
easier for the staff. The expan-
sion of the school made it eas-
ier for the school to reach out 
in to the community and help 
more people.

Dubem Ezeanolue, Staff Writer
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Students Noah Mitchell, Cooper Davis, and Lisa Negrete help at last year’s 
service event by packaging potatoes and put them into bags. The service 
event has grown with the expansion of students since it started in 2006.
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