
#

Ne
ws

Vol. 15, Issue 4 - March 3, 2015

Coming to share his inspirational story once again

Stephen Nasser, Holocaust survivor, will 
speak at Faith Lutheran Middle School
Jordan Pulse, Staff Writer

Stephen Nasser, a survivor of 
the violent Holocaust, will visit 
Faith Lutheran on March 17 to 
share his story and experiences 
from the treacherous concen-
tration camp the Nazi’s impri-
sioned him in.

In his presentation, Nasser 
explains his separation from his 
family and friends in his home-
town, Hungary and his transpor-
tation to the brutal concentra-
tion camp in Auschwitz. Nasser 
experienced many losses and 
blessings throughout the pro-
longed amount of time he 
stayed in Auschwitz. It’s these 
experiences, the losses and 
memories, at concentration 
camps that  stay with Nasser 
for eternity; however, those nev-
er-forgotten memories impact 
the future generations who 
hear his story.

Nasser’s presentation re-
volves around a few main 
points,“ [It points out,] what 
[went] on at the time, how aw-
ful the Holocaust was and what 
people had to try to live through 
[to survive],” explained Melanie 
Bowline, librarian and organizer 
of Nasser’s visit. 

Bowline believes everyone 
who hears Nasser’s presenta-
tion becomes influenced by the 
deprovity of the Holocaust.

“Stephen’s message im-
pacts everybody who’s heard 
him speak, and people are just 
in awe of the fact the world had 
this exist in our lifetime,” Bow-
line said. “That things like this 
were so horrific and [yet, people 
joined] Hitler to do these horrif-
ic things on human beings.”

Other returning students ex-

press how much 
Nasser’s pre-
sentation im-
pacted them.

“I thought 
[Stephen Nass-
er’s speech] 
was inspiring 
to me and to 
my fellow class-
mates, to see 
what it’s like to 
go through trag-
ic moments like 
he did,” seventh 
grader, Riley 
Christiansen ex-
plained.

Nasser origi-
nally comes to 
Faith Lutheran 
to visualize the 
book, “The Dev-
il’s Arithmetic” 
written by Jane 
Yolen, which 
sixth graders 
study to gain 
more knowl-
edge on the Ho-
locaust and the 
different opinions about it. Oth-
er middle schoolers might have 
the opportunity to see Stephen 
Nasser during M4, if their histo-
ry teacher has a free schedule 
and plans to take them there.

Kelli Ongman, head of the 
sixth grade department ex-
presses Nasser’s difficulty to 
remain alive and how he never 
forgot the haunting experienc-
es of the Holocaust.

“Anyone that’s survived the 
Holocaust is inspirational, but 
to hear his struggles, how he 
fought to stay alive and share 
his story is remarkable,” Ong-
man explained. “Not to men-

tion, his motto is ‘never forget’ 
and I think that is important for 
our students to learn that we 
shouldn’t forget bad things in 
our life, so we can make sure 
they never happen again.”

Bowline encourages stu-
dents to pay attention and con-
centrate on Nasser’s message.

“I hope everyone who comes 
in contact with him embraces 
the moment that they get to 
listen to him speak, I know for 
me, everytime I [listen] to him 
I pick up something different 
and think about how lucky we 
are,” Bowline expressed.

Stephen Nasser smiles for the author’s picture on his 
book’s website, “My Brother’s Voice.” Stephen will give 
his presentation on March 17th in the CPAC, sharing 
his story and experiences during the Holocaust.
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