
Middle school students Vanessa Avery, Hayley Hines, Isabelle Cottingham, and Olivia Cox rehearsing their music. 
They rehearsed before school in the choir room.

New advanced handbells group created 
this year for seventh and eighth graders
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Starting this year, seventh 
and eighth graders can now 
take part in advanced hand-
bells. 

Advanced handbells started 
this year to provide students 
with an opportu-
nity to become 
better at hand-
bells. To qualify 
for advanced 
handbells, stu-
dents had to 
have experience 
in handbells, and they had to 
take a test on reading music 
notes and rhythms.

Many students hoped to im-
prove their skills in handbells 
by joining this group. 

“I joined advanced handbells 
because I wanted a challenge, 
and I love music”, said seventh 
grader Vanessa Avery.

Advanced handbells is differ-
ent from the other handbells 
group because the students in 
this group achieved high scores 

on a music the-
ory test, they 
work with bells 
that are harder 
to use, they play 
more complicat-
ed songs, and 
unlike the other 

handbells group, they will play 
in a music festival this spring in 
California.

Being a group of only sixteen 
students, advanced handbells 
is a class but they also rehearse 
before school at 7:00 AM and 

sometimes after school.
“I like how advanced hand-

bells is challenging,” said 
eighth grader Clara Heislin. 
“We get to learn a lot of new 
things, although I don’t neces-
sarily like getting up early in the 
morning.”

Advanced handbells teacher 
Mrs. Sandra Youmans is excit-
ed for the school year. 

“This group has made a com-
mitment to excellence,” said 
Youmans. “They’ve been prac-
ticing really hard, and by Christ-
mas they will have some great 
music to share in chapel and in 
our Christmas concerts.

“This group has made 
a commitment to excel-
lence”

-Mrs. Sandra Youmans
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